II
ROBBED OF COMMERCE, TRADE
AND SHIPPING
It would not be an exaggeration to say that Bri-
n has robbed us of our commerce.
In pre-British times, on Travernier's testimony,
dia's exports fell into five categories, silks, cloth,
ttons, spices, drugs* Manufactures formed a large
oportion of exports. Under British rule,, no doubt
e volume of trade has increased considerably, mainly
cause of the development of world trade in general
it the character of Indian export and import trade
s fundamentally altered. 77 per cent of the imports
1909-14 were manufactured articles; it was over 68
r cent in the quinquennium preceding the present
ar.
Many contemporary authorities testify to Indian
dustrial and commercial products of the 17th and
th centuries. Some two hundred distinct items of
3th goods are mentioned as export specialities. Even
>out 1750, the East India Co., engaged the work of
rer 40,000 looms (about 50,000 weavers) in the South,
le total number of weavers in South India was over
ilf a million and in Bengal, a million. Philip Ander-
n said "The manufactures of England could not
>mpete with those of India."